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Drum language 


Urum is a Turkic language spoken by several thousand ethnic 
Greeks who inhabit a few villages in Georgia and Southeastern 
Ukraine. Over the past few generations, there has been a deviation 
from teaching children Urum to the more common languages of the 
region, leaving a fairly limited number of new speakers.The 
Urum language is often considered a variant of Grimean Tatar . 

The name Urum is derived from Rum ("Rome"), the term for the 
Byzantine Empire in the Muslim world. The Ottoman Empire used 
it to describe non-Muslims within the empire. The initial vowel in 
Urum is prosthetic . Turkic languages originally did not have /r/ in 
the word-initial position and so in borrowed words, it used to add a 
vowel before it. The common use of the term Urum appears to have 
led to some confusion, as most Turkish-speaking Greeks were called 
Urum. The Turkish-speaking population in Georgia is often 
confused with the distinct community in Ukraine. 
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Phonology 


Urum 


ypyM 

Pronunciation 

[u' rum] 

Native to 

Ukraine, 

Georgia, Russia 

Ethnicity 

Urums (Turkic¬ 
speaking 

Greeks) 

Native speakers 

190,000 (2000)W 

Language 

family 

Turkic 

- Common 
Turkic 

■ Kipchak 

■ West 
Kypchak 

■ Urum 

Dialects 

Tsalka 

North Azovian 

Writing system 

Cyrillic, Greek 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

uum 

Glottolog 

uruml249 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/urumlZ 
49) PI 


Vowels 



Front 

Back 

unrounded 

rounded 

unrounded 

rounded 

Close 

i 

u/y/ 

l/LU/ 

u 

Close-mid 

e 



0 

Near-open 

a Iasi 

6 Iasi 



Open 

a 





Examples 





























■ sar - city[®] 

■ al - hand 

■ gol - lake 

■ yel - wind 

■ yol - road 

■ it - dog 

■ uzug - ring 

■ giz-Q\r\ 

■ gus - bird 


Consonants 



Bilabial 

Labiodental 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Postalveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

— 

Glottal 

1-1 

stop 

-1 

voiceless 

P 
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k/c/ 

k 


voiced 

b 



d 


g/j/ 

g 


Affricate 

voiceless 




(tsi) 

c Itjl 




voiced 





J/d3/ 




Fricative 

voiceless 


f 

(0) 

s 

s /// 


h/x/ 

h 

voiced 


V 

(62) 

z 

z/3/ 


g/y/ 


1 

Nasal 

m 



n 



9 


Approximant 




1 


j 



Flap 




r 






/0, 3/ appear solely in loanwords from Greek, /ts/ appears in loanwords. 


Writing system 


A few manuscripts are known to be written in Umm using Greek characters.During the period between 
1927 and 1937, the Urum language was written in reformed Latin characters, the New Turkic Alphabet, and 
used in local schools; at least one primer is known to have been printed. In 1937 the use of written Umm 
stopped. Alexander Garkavets uses the following alphabet: 


A a 

B6 

B 

B 

Tr 

f f 


A 

(A 

6) 

A' 

A' 

fi) 

Ee 

XC 

>K 

)K)K 

33 


H 


H 

K 

K 

J1 Ji 

M M 

H 

H 

KH 

Oo 

0 

0 

n 

n 

P 

P 

Cc 

Tt 

T' 

t' 

(Hh) 

yy 

y 

y 

Y 

u 
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Xx 

h h 



Um 

lUui 



T) 


hi 

bl 

hh 

33 

K) 

K) 

Usi 

0 e 












In an Umm primer issued in Kiev in 2008 the following alphabet is suggested: 


A a B 6 B B 
E e 3 3 Hu 
O 0 0 5 n n 


Er 

ti 

flA 

Hh 

Kk 

J1 Ji 

Pp 

Cc 

Tt 


fl' fl' 

Mm H h 
T't' y y 


yyO(j)XxqqmuiBibi 33 
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Publications 


Very little has been published on the Urum language. There exists a very small lexicony^^ and a small 
description of the language.For Caucasian Urum, there is a language documentation project that 
collected a dictionary,a set of grammatically relevant clausal constmctions,'^^^^ and a text corpus.The 
website of the project contains issues about language and history. 
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